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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 WELLIN 03324 040243Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO COME-OO L-03 /021 W 

073789 041232Z/47 

R 040235Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3764 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 03324 


E.O.l 1652:N/A 
TAGS:BEXP,NZ 

SUBJECT:USE OF THE TERM "BOURBON" ON LABEL OF A NEW 
ZEALAND WHISKEY 

REF: STATE TRANSMITTAL SLIP OF JULY 8 FROM STEVEN R. 

PRUETT, EB/IFD/BP 

1 . EMBASSY HAS SPOKEN TO DEPUTY SECRETARY DATSON, GNZ 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY, RESPONSIBLE FOR ADMIN- 
ISTRATION OF NEW ZEALAND MERCHANDIZE MARKS ACT 1954, AS 
AMENDED, WHO SAID THAT WILSON DISTILLERS LIMITED HAD 
BEEN REQUIRED SOME TIME AGO TO WITHDRAW CERTAIN AD- 
VERTISING REGARDED AS MISLEADING. IN HIS OPINION, 

CURRENT LABELLING "FOR SERVING STRAIGHT AND BOURBON 
STYLE" IS NOT MISLEADING AS IT REFERS TO MANNER OF 
SERVING I.E. WITH VARIOUS MIXERS, AND NOT TO TYPE. 

2. REFERENCE MAY 4 LETTER FROM DISCUS TO SECSTATE, 

PAGE 2, PARA 2, WHOLESALE LIQUOR STORES APPROACHED 
SAY THAT NEITHER WILSONS NOR OTHER DISTILLERS HAVE 
ANY SAY IN PROMINENCE GIVEN TO PRODUCTS ON DISPLAY. 

3. EMBASSY HAS GAINED THE IMPRESSION THAT GNZ 
FEELS WILSONS NOW LIVING UP TO THEIR OBLIGATIONS AND 
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THEREFORE GNZ UNLIKELY TO TAKE FURTHER ACTION WHILE 
THIS CONTINUES. DISCUS NEW ZEALAND LAWYERS CAN NO 
DOUBT ADVISE ON BRINGING CIVIL ACTION IN NEW ZEALAND 
COURTS. SELDEN 
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